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The Bill of Rights and the Amendments
1st Amendment
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the [image: image1.wmf]free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.


These guarantees, like others in the Bill of Rights (First 10 Amendments), are not absolute-- each may be exercised only with regards to the _________ of other persons.
2nd Amendment
[image: image2.wmf]A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.


States and the Federal Government regulate the possession and use of firearms by individuals.   In California - State law requires handgun buyers to obtain a "handgun safety certificate" (like a license) prior to purchasing a handgun. The handgun buyer must pass a ______________ safety test and a hands-on safety demonstration and provide __________________ and proof of residency. The certificate is also required for anyone who wishes to be "loaned" a handgun outside of the presence of the owner.

3rd Amendment

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.


Before the Revolutionary War it had been common British practice to quarter soldiers in Colonists homes at their expense.  Military troops do not have the power to take over ______________ houses during peacetime.
4th Amendment 
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The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.


Here the word ______________ means “justification” and refers to a document issued by a judge indicating the name, address, and possible offense committed.  Anyone asking for a warrant, such as a police officer, must be able to convince a judge that an offense probably has been committed.  This also called “__________________________.”

5th Amendment

[image: image4.wmf]No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.


There are two types of juries.  A ____________ jury considers physical evidence and the testimony of witnesses, and decides whether there is sufficient reason to bring a case to trial.  A ___________jury hears the case at trial and decides it.  ___________________________ means that a person can’t be tried twice for the same crime.  No persons right to life, liberty, or property may be taken away except by lawful means, called due process of law.  Private property taken for public use, other wise known as eminent domain, must be paid for by the government.
6th Amendment 

[image: image5.wmf]In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Any person accused of a crime has the right to a fair and public trial by a jury in the state in which the crime took place.  Any accused person has the right to ____________________ to defend him/her and to __________________ those who testify against him/her, as well as the right to call people to speak in his/her favor at trial.
7th Amendment 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.


A jury trial may be requested by either party in any case involving more that $20 dollars.  If both parties agree to a trial by a judge without a jury, the right to a jury trial may be __________________.  
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8th Amendment 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.


____________ is that amount of money that a person accused of a crime may be required to deposit with the court as a guarantee that he/she will _____________ in court when requested.  The amount of bail required or the fine imposed must be ___________________ compared with the seriousness of the crime involved.  Any punishment judged to be too harsh or too severe for a crime shall be prohibited.  Many people who argue that the ____________________________ is cruel and unusual punishment point to this amendment.
[image: image7.wmf]9th Amendment 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.


Many civil rights that are not explicitly enumerated (_______________) in the Constitution are still retained by the people.  
10th Amendment 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

Amendments 11-27

The 11th Amendment more clearly defines the _____________________ of the Supreme Court concerning a suit brought against a state by a citizen of another state.

[image: image8.wmf]The 12th Amendment redefines how the President and Vice-President are chosen by the _______________________________, making the two positions cooperative, rather than first and second highest vote-getters. It also ensures that anyone who becomes Vice-President must be eligible to become President.

The 13th Amendment abolished _________________ in the entire United States.

The 14th Amendment ensured that all citizens of all states enjoyed not only rights on the federal level, but on the state level, too. The amendment's _______________________    requires states to provide equal protection under the law to all people within their jurisdictions. It removed the ___________________ counting of slaves in the census. It ensured that the United States would not pay the debts of rebellious states. It also had several measures designed to ensure the loyalty of legislators who participated on the ____________________ side of the Civil War.

[image: image9.wmf]The 15th Amendment ensured that ___________ could not be used as a criteria for voting.

The 16th Amendment authorizes the United States to collect _________________ without regard to the population of the states.

The 17th Amendment shifted the choosing of Senators from the ___________________________ to the people of the states.

The 18th Amendment abolished the sale or manufacture of __________________ in the United States. This amendment was later repealed (erased).

[image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]The 19th Amendment ensures that ___________________ could not be used as a criteria for voting.  
The 20th Amendment set new start dates for the terms of the Congress and the __________________________, and clarifies how the deaths of Presidents before swearing-in would be handled.

The 21st Amendment ____________________________ the 18th Amendment.


The amendment repealed prohibition but did not make alcoholic beverages legal everywhere.  Alcoholic beverages remained illegal in any state that wanted to remain “dry.”  Today, there are still counties where alcoholic beverages are illegal.  Many states to this day regulate the sale of alcohol, i.e. where and when it is purchased.
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The 22nd Amendment set a limit on the number of times a President could be elected - two four-year terms. It has one exception for a Vice-President who assumes the Presidency after the death or removal of the President, establishing the maximum term of any President to _______________years.

The 23rd Amendment grants the District of Columbia (Washington D.C.) the right to ___________________________electors in Presidential elections.

The 24th Amendment ensured that no ____________could be charged to vote for any federal office.

The 25th Amendment clarifies even further the line of succession to the _______________________, and establishes rules for a President who becomes unable to perform his duties while in office.

The 26th Amendment ensures that any person ______________or over may vote.

The 27th Amendment requires that any law that increased the pay of legislators may not take effect until after an _________________________.
